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PETITION TO MAKE SPECIAL (MPEP 708.02 XII) ^ 

Applicant hereby petitions to have this application made special, as it relates to 
biotechnology subject matter filed by an applicant who is a small entity. 

1 • Small entity status for the Applicant's assignee, Sierra Diagnostics, LLC, has been 
established in this application, as evidenced by the Small Entity Statement filed with 
the PTO on November 3, 1 998 in parent Application Number 09/1 85,402, a copy of 

which is enclosed herewith. 

2. The subject matter of this patent application is a major asset of the Applicant's 

assignee. 

3. The development of the technology will be significantly impaired if examination of 
tins patent application is delayed. Products based on the technology are the major 
products of Applicant's assignee, Sierra Diagnostics, LLC. Applicant's assignee 
Sierra Diagnostics, LLC, is also engaged in discussions with various larger 
companies to enter into commercial arrangements to develop and market such 
products, that Sierra would otherwise be unable to do given its size and 
capitalization. Expedited examination of the patent application will therefore be 
essential to Applicant. 

Applicant respecrMy submits ^ the above ^ ^ ^ 

■he petition to mate th. apphcation speoia,. and respect^y recasts favorable consideraao „ „ f 

this petition. 

The fee under 37 CFR 1.17,1,) is enclosed herewith. n,e Commissioner is authorized to 
charge any additional fees that may he due. or to credit any overpayment, to the undersigned's 
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Applicants: Tony Baker 
Appl'n No. 09/805,785 





account, Deposit Account No. 50-031 1 (Reference No. 242 19-00 ICON). A duplicate 
this document is enclosed. 



Respect 




ficholas P. Triano III, Reg. No. 36,39 
Attorney for Applicant(s) 
MINTZ, LEVIN, COHN, FERRIS, 
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One Financial Center 
Boston, Massachusetts 021 1 1 
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